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Letter from the Editor 
Well, here we are … twenty-five years after a few like-minded blokes went for a 
pint at the Sun Inn: there are several dates, but there seems to be some consensus 
that it was early in 1997 – April or May.  Geordie Chapter remains as strong as ever! 

On the left is what Dave Badcock said 
around that time …  

I’ve had a lash at trying to compress 
everything that Geordie Chapter has been 
through in the past twenty-five years into this 
Anniversary Edition of The Sprocket. 

I’ve got a huge number of previous 
newsletters and I've been through them all to 
capture snippets and posted them onto the 
following pages.  

I'm sure that many of you will see lots of things 
that you remember – lots of good times with, inevitably, some sad times too. 

There is a ton of stuff, but also a few gaps – I have issues of HOG On The Tyne from 
2001 to 2011 and 2013, MailChimp newsletters from 2016 to 2018 and the six recent 
editions of The Sprocket.  

On the following page, there’s a full page article from Brian Robinson. Brian was 
the Chapter Historian in 1997. It sets the scene for the first ten years. Then all the 
snippets follow on after that. 

Beverley and I took a ride-out a couple of weeks ago round all four garages – 
Morpeth, Shieldfield, Silverlink and Dunston. I tried to match a couple of pictures 
from previous newsletters to recent shots. Unfortunately, it 
was slashing down when we went out for our run, so there’s 
not as much sunshine or others about as I would have liked. 
But … you can catch up with the pictures from our ride at the 
end of The Sprocket. 

Hope you all enjoy this Anniversary Edition! 

See you all around.     Robin 
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